
The association’s Annual 
General Meeting will be held 

July 17th at 10AM. 

Coffee will be served starting at 
9:30 AM. 

It is important that members 
and newcomers attend. 

 We are working to keep our 
lake enjoyable.

TIME: 10AM

PLACE: 

1770 Lac des Becs-Scie WEST

LAC DES BECS SCIEl l

GOOD NEWS! 

The association’s annual CORN ROAST will be held 

SATURDAY August 20

at 3PM at 1770 Lac des Becs scie WEST. 

Come and bring your friends and family.  

All is free.

As I sit in my favourite spot, on my 
front deck looking over the lake I am 
thinking about the  joys and problems 
of living on beautiful Lac des Becs-Scie.

Right now I only hear the noise of 
the machines working across the lake 
on Becs scie West as they repave the 
road. Yes, we on Becs scie East are 
quite envious as we feel that our road 
needed the repairs more. We hope the 
municipality will hear us too.

The joys are waking up each day to the 
peace and quiet of the country......to 
not having to face traffic in and out of 
Montreal......to seeing and hearing the 
loons as they yodel around the lake, to 
seeing deer pass by and stop to eat my 
flower beds. It is all wonderful.

The problems are the porcupine that 
my dog tried to play with (which cost 
$400 on a Sunday at the emergency 
vet), the boaters who feel that supper 

hour is the best time to speed up and 
down the lake as we try to eat in peace. 
The few people who feel that insulting 
signage makes for  pleasant country 
living. We don’t need it on our lake. 
Then there are the drivers on Lac des 
Becs scie West who gun their motors 
late at night.....we hear it even more 
clearly across the lake as sound carries 
over the water.

But all in all life is good. Another sum-
mer is here and you should all enjoy it. 
Your association is here working hard 
for all of you and constantly striving 
to improve life at the lake. So pay your 
dues and  come to the meeting on July 
17th. and support your association.  
You will also have a chance to chat 
with your neighbours over coffee and 
goodies.

Katy de Volpi, Editor

editorial 

We are always looking for in-
teresting news or stories from 
around the lake. 

Please let us know what’s happen-
ing at your end of the lake. Con-
tact us on the Facebook site.

July 2016
N E W S L E T T E R
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a Bit oF NeWS…

•	 A big welcome to our new residents on Kelly Road. 
Dr.Charly Morel and family. They moved here from 
France and now live full time to the lake. Dr.Morel 
works at the Maison Wilfrid-Grignon which is the 
new residence Intermediere in what was the old 
Bourbon Street on Rte. 117. 

•	 Our condolences go out to  Marnie Frain (Rosner) 
of Baie de Lac on the recent loss of her mother who 
lived in Winnipeg. Her mother Jane had visited here 
at the lake many times over the years. The Rosners 
were on a month long trip to China, Thailand, Viet 
Nam when their mother died.

•	 The restaurant 40 NORTH has gone out of business 
and will open soon as TOWNE. Perhaps the prices 
will be more suited to limited budgets and we will be 
able to review it for you.

•	 Please remember that NO unwashed boats from off 
the lake can enter our lake. There is the danger of 
contamination or the transfer of zebra mussels that 
have taken over Lake Ontario. Please advise your 
friends and neighbours.

•	 Be advised that the next Mayors breakfast is sched-
uled for  Sunday October 2nd. If you have problems 

you want to discuss with the mayor or members of 
council then this is your opportunity. Or, if you have 
compliments to give, then this is the place. And if 
you have nothing to say then just go and enjoy the 
nice breakfast that’s laid out. Good coffee, crois-
sant, fruit muffins, etc. The time is usually 8AM til 
11AM.

•	 Again a big thank you to Magda Landsberger who 
so generously loans us her garage for our meetings 
and her property for our yearly corn roast. She is too 
kind.

•	 Lac des Becs-Scie lost two of its residents, Gaetane and 
Lucien Carriere. Gaetane dies in March and then Lucien 
sold the property on Ch. Foisy and moved to Longueuil. 
 
We are also sad about the death of Madame Lou-
ise Drevet of Lac des Becs-Scie West who passes away 
last year. Her sister Michelle now lives in her house. 
 
Our sympathies to Pierre Payette of Baie du Lac whose 
wife Francine Martine passed away recently.

To all ther families we offer our sincere condolences.

BoWliNg

I am looking for new players to complete my bowling 
team at St.Adele. The season begins in September and we 
play every Wednesday afternoon. If you are interested in 
playing small pin bowling and would like to spend an 
afternoon enjoying yourself, then give me a call and I will 
give you all the necessary information. Even if you are not 
a good bowler you will be warmly welcomed. 

I await your call
Marie-Paule Lemaire

450-227-2955

NeW Family oN the lake

For the first time this year we have a pair of Canada 
geese who are living on the lake and raising their 4 gos-
lings with us. Lets give them a big welcome by staying 

far away from them.

Also back for another sea-
son are the loons. We wel-
come their night time songs 
that echo across the lake.

help!

One of the lake residents, Serge Filiatrault let us know that 
his boat disappeared a couple of weeks ago. It is a dark 
green boat about 14 feet long with  a pair of oars. One of 
the metal handles in the back is broken.
Phone : 450-227-5768
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Pansy Kelly is one of the OLD TIME residents of this lake. 
She first came to the lake 77 years ago in 1939.She is now 
88 years .

When she first lived here at the corner of Kelly Road and 
Lac des Becs-Scie East  there was no electricity (they used oil 
lamps) no telephone, nor radio and no refrigeration.....just 
ice boxes.....actually no Kelly Road.

Her great-grandfather Alexander Ivall came from Scotland 
at age 3 and ended up many years later marrying a girl from 
Mille Iles and bought the farm on which most of our homes 
on Lac de Becs-Scie East stand. There was farmland stretch-
ing from Tamaracouta Road right down to the lake. «We had 
to go through two gates to get to our house « says Pansy. « 
We had to be careful not to let the sheep and cows escape. 
As Pansy’s father was building their home a Dr. Adams who 
had come looking for a property informed them that the war 

had broken out.

 Her father died in 1948 after selling property to many 
people who started building. Lyle Kilpatrick built most of 
the homes around here......and most of them in the same 
style. He seemed to have only one design. A living room 
surrounded by 2 bedrooms and a kitchen. No bathroom as 
all the houses had an outhouse.  Many of the homes are still 
standing though with major renovations. Very few had run-
ning water. Pansy remembers that their house had water but 
it was only a tap on the porch which came from a spring in 
the woods. In that spring they placed a milk can where they 
kept their butter and milk cold and every meal Pansy was 
sent to the spring to bring those things for the meal.

A couple of families bought on Point aux Roches (un-named 
at the time) and had to walk in from the main road as there 
was just a path. Then a couple of people decided to buy 
property along what is now Kelly Road, as it was cheaper 
because there was no road. One of those families was the 
Kornack  couple. Wally and Winnie. Wally and Bill Kelly 
(Pansy’s husband) had been friends for years. They both went 
overseas to the war together in 1940 with  the First Canadian 
Squadron and when they safely returned Wally and his new 
bride Winnie bought the property on Kelly Road. Pansy was 
thrilled to have a good friend at the lake with her. They had 
been friends for 70 years and remain good pals. It was quite a 
hike in from where the road ended.  In 1950 Pansy’s mother 
gave permission to the families on Kelly road to put a road 
through and also a servitude to Hydro to allow electricity to 
be put in.

Most of the owners didn’t own cars and 
would take lifts with each other. In the 
spring they would drive as far as the boy 
scout camp on Tamaracouta Rd., leave the 
cars there and get a horse and buggy ride 
the rest of the way as the roads were so bad. 
Those who came in the winter would park 
in St.Jerome and for $1 would be taken by 
the local mailman in one of the first 15 pas-
senger Bombardiers. It was quite a jolly trip.

Pansy explained that back then you made 
sure that everything you needed for the 
stay at the lake had to be carried in to the 
cottages.. There was no hopping in the car 
for a run to Provigo in St.Sauveur.....there 

was no Provigo and there was no road into St.Sauveur. The 
only road to the lake came in through St.Jerome and then on 
Sugarbush Rd. from Tamaracouta. 

Times were very different then and the kids were able to real-
ly play freely.They would be outside on their own for hours 
on end and explore the lake with a freedom children of today 
don’t have.

Memories of the original families are still here just by the 
roads named after them....Bunn Road, Kelly Road, Chemin 
Foisy, etc. 

What  a pleasure it was to listen to Pansy Kelly tell me about 
life at the lake  more then 70 years ago. These are images that 
will be lost with her generation.

PANSY KELLY

Pansy Kelly and Winnie Kornack



Lac-des Becs-Scie West
A few weeks ago the residents of Lac des Becs scie west had 
a pleasant surprise. The company St-Onge arrived at the lake 
with all its equipment to redo and repave a section of Lac 
des Becs scie West, (the part between Lac des Chats road and 
Place Marcelle.

We must say it’s been needed for a long time.

Sadly we have to live a few more weeks with the inconcen-
ience of this work; the noise of the equipment, the difficulty 
in driving by, the coming and going of the large trucks and 
mostly the amounts of dust that force us to keep our windows 
closed. I think that this time the road will be really solid as 
on top of removing the old ashphalt the company dug down 
three feet before refilling.

When the work is finished we will have a nice new road. It is 
hoped that the drivers will not use it like a race course and will 
respect the stop sign at the bottom of the hill. (It is noticed 
that only 2 out of ten drivers follow this rule)

Thank you to the municipality for having responded to our 
needs.

Did you know that the Quebec government’s new  
RenoVeRt tax credit program includes rebates to help 
improve water conservation and quality on eligible perma-
nent residences? Eligible projects include:

•		Installation	of	an	underground	rain	water	recovery	tank.

•	 	Construction,	 renovation,	modification	 or	 rebuilding	
of a system for the discharge, collection and disposal of 
waste water, toilet effluents or grey water in accordance 
with the Regulation respecting waste water disposal sys-
tems for isolated dwellings.

•		Restoration	of	a	buffer	strip,	in	accordance	with	the	re-
quirements of the Protection Policy for Lakeshores, River-
banks, Littoral Zones and Floodplains.

In order for recognized eco-friendly renovation work con-
cerning water conservation and quality to be eligible for 
the tax credit, the dwelling in question must be your prin-
cipal residence. Moreover, the construction, renovation, 
modification or rebuilding of a system for the discharge, 
collection or disposal of waste water, grey water or toi-
let effluents must be carried out in accordance with the 
Regulation respecting waste water disposal systems for 
isolated dwellings(CQLR, chapter Q-2, r. 22).

For full details about this program, consult the Revenu 
Quebec website at: 

http://www.revenuquebec.ca/en/citoyen/credits/
renovert/default.aspx

NEW TAX CREDIT  
FOR SEPTIC SYSTEM IMPROVEMENTS  

FOR PERMANENT RESIDENTS
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Census 2016 has asked for our help!
Is your home on Lac des Becs-Scie a “secondary resi-
dence”? If so, Statistics Canada would like to know – be-
cause more than 40 census forms have not been returned 
from our area! 

If you don’t want to fill out two separate forms (see http://
www.census.gc.ca/ccr16g/ccr16g_003-eng.html), just 
phone the census line at 1-855-700-2016. They will want 
your name and address. It will take less than 2 minutes. 

And it’s time well spent!
Your lake Association executive at work!



A day in Ségou, on the banks of the Niger
Ségou is a city in Mali, population about 150,000, located 240 km north of the capital Bamako,  

where I paid a working visit in November 2015.

06:30 : Sunrise. Yet another clear day... how awful! I’ve been 
in the country for two weeks and haven’t seen a trace of cloud! 
The weather doesn’t even rate as a topic of conversation here 
– except for one time only, when I was told that it gets hot in 
April-May. Which means that the daily highs of 36-37o since 
my arrival aren’t « hot »!!!!! And I was told the sun is there all 
year round, even during the rainy season... how truly awful!

07:00 : Breakfast at the hotel restaurant, overlooking the river 
(which is about as wide here as the St. Lawrence at Lanoraie). 
Aside from the motor of a canoe (yes, the canoes have been 
modernized), about all you can hear are bird-calls and the 
sounds of people setting about their daily activities. Nature 
still has its rights here. For example, almost all of the road 
between Bamako and Ségou goes through the middle of a 
deserted savannah, passing through only three villages and 
one small city along the way. (Great road, by the way... a 
lot better than the one leading to Lac des Becs-Scie... ok, 
I admit I’m not setting the bar very high!). Oh, I almost 
forgot: Sometimes, here and there, you’ll see a few people 
(2 or 3, rarely more) in the middle of a field, living who 
knows where... And baobab trees everywhere, standing soli-
tary and majestic.

08:00 : Arrival at the centre where I’ll be conducting train-
ing. First thing I see is a bus donated through agreement 
with China. The Chinese are everywhere in this country. 
Aside from the French, they’re the most in evidence. In a 
Bamako library, two books prominently displayed at the en-
trance are: “Chinese-Bambara Dictionary” (Bamabara is the 
most common language in Mali) and “Learn Chinese in 20 
Easy Lessons” (I didn’t open the book, but I have a feeling each 

lesson must be long......). And China sends young people here 
– people who speak French perfectly (French being the official 
language), whereas the few Americans we meet behave... well, 
like Americans, and they don’t speak a word of French. I’ll bet 
any amount that Malians prefer to do business with China!

09:00 : Still waiting for the workshop participants. We had 
planned to begin at 08:30, but we’ll end up starting only at 
10:00! The reason: besides some being late, the chairman of 
the Regional Council is supposed to open the session – and 
he’s not present, everyone’s looking for him. At last he’s found, 
the participants are present, the speech is over, and we can 
finally begin. And as I only half-jokingly mention at the outset, 
half the world is missing! – not one single woman except for 
the secretary who walks in, discreetly and quite embarrassed, 
to hand me the list of attendees! No one reacts to my quip... 
Feminists have their work cut out for them!

13:00 : Lunch break. Lunch is the most substantial meal of the 
day: A whole lot of rice, a little meat in sauce or else a piece 
of fish with vegetables (most often carrots or turnips), and a 
fruit. At supper-time we generally make do with yoghurt and 
fruit. And water, water, always water – everyone, even the most 
impoverished, carries a bottle of water. 

16:30 : Back to the hotel. The marketplace is still going strong 
: an explosion of colours and smells. Thousands of people 
(mostly women) occupy the tiny available spaces to sell chick-

ens (live, of course!), dried fish of all sizes (covered with flies, 
the odour is, shall we say, special!), fruits (mainly oranges and 
bananas in the market – whereas HUGE watermelons are 
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It’s done! On May 21, 2016, we conducted the second stock-
ing of the lake, with 300 trout 12-13 inches in length, and 5 
trout weighing 4-5 lb. Last year, we had stocked 600 11-12 in. 
trout and 10 weighing more or less 3 lb. In order to record the 
number of trout caught in the 2015 season, we used the catch 
record card provided by the Ministry of Forests, Wildlife, and 
Parks, which was completed by many of our fishers. Based on 
the forms submitted, we estimate that around 150 trout were 
caught during the 2015 fishing season.

The cost of stocking for the 2016 season will be $1,207.50. Fi-
nancing comes from both the $450 in contributions received 
in 2015 (which was set aside for the installation of a screen 
at the lake outlet) as well as voluntary donations by residents 
who wish to participate in the project, some who are already 
fishers, and others who would like be!

Residents of Lac des Becs-Scie – the members of our com-
munity – are the ones who should benefit from the stocking 
project. Your family and friends are welcome to come fish in 
our lake and catch our beautiful trout and bass, but please 
make sure that they use your boat. Boats belonging to non-

residents must not enter our lake. Parasites and other organ-
isms on such boats can endanger the health of our lake and 
its entire ecosystem. Be vigilant – the conservation of our en-
vironment is at stake!

For more information 
about the stocking project, 
or if you wish to contribute 
(the suggested amount this 
year is $50), or for your 
copy of the Catch Record 
Card, just get in touch 
with me – I’ll be happy to 
discuss with you.

Christian Drouin
514-577-9996
797, ch. du lac des Becs-Scie Est

Second rainbow trout stocking at Lac des Becs-Scie

mostly sold along the road), vegetables (including tubers of 
all sizes, of which I can only recognize cassava, potatoes, and 
sweet potatoes), but also clothes, baskets, prayer mats, cloth 
for making boubous [loose-fitting African garments], beauty 
products, jewellery, mattresses, silks, plastic domestic prod-
ucts, grasses (no idea what they’re used for), rice (in bags of 
50 or 100 kg, needless to say!)... I could continue the list for 
a whole page! And in the middle of all that, donkeys pulling 
wagons; very young boys pushing little carts; perlimpinpin 
vendors; ladies who walk around with a whole bazaar on their 
heads and a child perched on their backs – quite the market! 

I’m trying to imagine the canvas Titian would have painted 
had he seen all that...

21:00 : All quiet now. No one outdoors except for small groups 
of men idly chattering by the light of the few lamp-posts that 
actually work. The temperature is cooler (somewhat: must be 
down to 26-27o…), there’s no breeze, you can easily imagine 
what the nights must have been like before the advent of elec-
tricity... barely 50 years ago in Ségou!

Pierre Léonard
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